
Santa Fe Plaza
Self-Guided Walking  

Historical Tour

The Santa Fe Plaza is in itself, a historical artifact. Yet, all its  
history seems to get overshadowed by tourism and shopping.  
The goal is to create a Self-Guided Walking History Tour that  

highlights all the historical landmarks in a way so the average  
person can find them and better understand and appreciate  

Santa Fe’s diverse and distinct history.



current experience After becoming interested in the history of Santa Fe’s Plaza, I ended up taking a Walking History Tour, which turned out  

to be an eye-opening experience. It immediately become evident that its history has been overshadowed by tourism and 

shopping. Current maps are focused on shopping and restaurants, and historical landmarks are hard to see and find. Even 

more, I found it extremely difficult to reconcile what I discovered during the tour with tourism sites and historical records. 

Maps focus on restaurants and shopping, with an emphasis only on major landmarks, such as the Plalace of the Governors. Pueblo merchants sell wares at the Palace of the Governors. Elsewhere, signage for shops is prevalent.



proposed experience The goal is to create a Self-Guided Walking History Tour that highlights all the historical landmarks in a 

way so the average person can find them and better understand and appreciate Santa Fe’s diverse and 

distinct history. The service revolves around a mobile application that utilizes Google Maps and GPS to 

guide tourists to key historical landmarks and a system of sidewalk pavers to draw extra attention.  

How the Process Works

Download Santa Fe Plaza  
self-guided walking tour 
mobile application

View all historical 
landmaps via Google 
Maps

Choose different paths 
for a more focused tour

Follow map and use 
sidewalk pavers to 
locate landmark



Self-Guided Walking Historical Tour

mobile application

The mobile application is a key part of the walking history tour. The application will utilize  
Google Maps and GPS to guide tourists to key historical landmarks. Once there, the app will  

show you videos/pictures and tell stories of what that site really means. You can also interact with it  
by taking a picture and having the app show you how that landmark looked in the past. Users can  

also pin a location, save photos, and collect badges to commemorate their experience.



T E X T U R E SS P O T  I L L U S T R A T I O N S ,  D I A G R A M S ,  R U L E S

T Y P O G R A P H YC O L O RP H O T O G R A P H Y

C O L E E N  S A L L O T
P R O J E C T  N A M E :  Santa Fe Plaza Walking History Tour

C O N C E P T  D E S C R I P T I O N :  The Santa Fe Plaza is in itself, a historical artifact. Yet, all its history seems to get overshadowed by tourism and shopping. The goal is to create a Self-Guided Walking History Tour that highlights all the historical landmarks in a way so the average person can find them and better understand and appreciate 

Santa Fe’s diverse and distinct history.
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wayfinding



paths based on time period



landmark detail/backstory



creating personal connections



Self-Guided Walking Historical Tour

sidewalk pavers

Each landmark is marked by a monument, plaque or statue, but there is no consistency and they are 
often missed. In order for the walking history tour to be successful, a system of sidewalk pavers 

will be installed to draw attention to these historical artifacts. Pavers will be consistent and 
stand out, yet blend into the overall vibe of Santa Fe’s architectural landscape.



Creating a system where sidewalk pavers are simple, yet uniform and attract attention. Mobile app locations will use these pavers for GPS coordinates.


